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have assumed the form in which it exists at present in all
those countries where Jews live in considerable numbers.
The whole mass of the legislation regarding the Jews con-
sists of legal provisions of an extremely vague character.
This circumstance led to a number of arbitrary and con-
flicting interpretations, which became a source of all man-*
ner of graft. No element of the population is so thor-
oughly mulcted by the Administration as the Jews are. In
some regions the graft has assumed the form of a veritable
tax upon the Jews* Under these conditions, the whole bur-
den of the antijewish policy falls upon the poorer class of
the Jews, for the more opulent a Jew is, the easier it is for
him to smooth his way by means of graft and the less he
feels the pressure of the restrictive measures. Not only do
the wealthy Jews not feel the oppression of their legal dis-
abilities, but they are, to a certain extent, in a domineering
position, inasmuch as they exert influence upon the high local
officials.
In the early '8o's the Senate combatted this state of
affairs, seeking to eliminate all arbitrary interpretations of
the laws and all illegal restrictions upon the Jewish popu-
lation. The result was that some of the Senators were de-
nounced by the Minister of the Interior for interfering with
the Administration. They were subjected to abuse and some
of the more refractory were even removed and replaced by
more obedient members. Consequently, the Senate, too,
began to interpret the laws relating to the Jews in a manner
distinctly anti-Jewish.
All this naturally rendered the Jewish masses revolu-
tionary, especially the younger element, the process being
furthered by the Russian schools. From the pusillanimous
people that the Jews were some thirty years ago there
sprang men. and women who threw bombs, committed polit-
ical murders and sacrificed their lives for the revolution.
Of course, all the Jews have not become revolutionists, but